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CONSIDERATIONS 


For the USE of 


YOUNG MEN, &c. 


T is a maxim too prevalent at this day, 
1 that little inconvenience ariſes to young 

men, or to the ſociety, from ſample fornica- 
tion; and therefore that, if it be a vice at all, 
it is one of the loweſt kind, and ſuch as may 
be indulged to youth, in order to prevent the 
greater evil of improper engagements for life, 


On the other hand, it appears to me, that 
young men do both themſelves and the ſociety 
very great injury by this irregular indulgence of 
their paſſions; and that the evils in which they, 
thereby, involve themſelves are often irremedi- 
able ; whereas the inconvenience they, by that 
means, avoid, is generally very trifling, if it be 
any inconvenience at all. This I ſhall endea- 
vour to demonſtrate in the following obſerva- 
tions, 
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1. The mutual inclination of the ſexes, if 
it was not accelerated by an improper conduct 
of the mind, as by enflaming the imagination, 
with reading, exhibitions, &c. and by neglect- 
ing the acquiſition of uſeful knowledge, as well 
as by an improper diet and want of ſufficient 
exerciſe with reſpect to the body, and in gene- 
ral by giving no attention to laudable and vigo- 
rous purſuits, would not diſcover itſelf ſo ear! 
as it now generally does; and when it did dif! 
cover itſelf the rational faculties being more 
advanced, it might be reſtrained within proper 
bounds, without real inconvenience. 


A redundancy of natural vigour is by no 
means uſeleſs, though it be not employed in 
the manner in which it is evident that nature 
intended it ſhould ultimately be employed; ſince 
it contributes to make all the powers of the 
man, thoſe of the mind as well as thoſe of the 
body, more vigorous ; qualifying him to exert 
himſelf in any undertaking with that ſpirit and 
effect which is expected from youth, and youth 
only; whereas exceſſive venery, eſpecially in 
early life, debilitates exceedingly, and accele- 
rates the languor and infirmities of old age: and 
promiſcuous commerce enflames the paſſions, 
and excites to exceſſive gratification much more 
than the ſociety of one only. 


Beſides when perſons have become addicted 
to venery, they often perſiſt in the practice, not 
from any real ſatisfaction they have in it, 
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the gratification of a natural paſſion (ſince they 
ſometimes continue the purſuit when the capa- 
city of enjoyment is wholly extin&) but merely 
in conſequence of habit; juſt as a perſon may 
continue to ſmoke, or chew tobacco, when it 
gives him no real pleaſure, but perhaps pain. 
Now, though, with reſpect to the mind, there 
is often the greateſt difficulty in breaking habits 
of this kind, there is no real injury ſuſtained by 
it. When the want is altogether imaginary, 
the diſappointment can only affect the imagi- 
nation and fancy, On theſe accounts, the plea 
that is often uſed for venereal indulgence, as if 
the conſtitution required it, is generally mere 
pretence; and men would, in fact, have in 
all reſpects, more enjoyment of life without it. 


2. It muſt, and will be acknowledged, that 
debauching a young woman is doing her an ir- 
reparable injury; but the buſineſs of preſlitution 
could not have begun without it; and thoſe 
who do ſeduce and ruin young women, are 
generally thoſe who have previouſly formed 
habits of debauchery by their commerce with 
common. proſtitutes ; and who have, by that 
means, acquired ſuch a propenſity to that in- 
dulgence, and withal ſo low an idea of the ſex 
(from having had ſo much to do with the moſt 
abandoned part of it) that they are prepared for 
committing any outrage upon that moſt ami- 
able and moſt defenceleſs part of our ſpecies. 
Even the marriage-bed will not long be held 
ſacred by fuch perſons ; and indeed we fee in 
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fact, that adultery never fails to accompany, or 
to ſucceed, a general diſſoluteneſs of morals 


with reſpect to unmarried women. And cer- 


tainly that cannot be no crime which leads to 
the commiſſion of what is confeſſedly ſo. 


Beſides, no man begins the practice of for- 
nication with thinking it to be no crime. And 
when, by the force of habit, and upon inſuffi- 


. cient grounds, a man can perſuade himſelf that 
what he once thought to be criminal, is not ſo, 


he is prepared for the ſame proceſs with reſpect 


to another criminal action, and of a higher 
nature. And the force of conſcience, in ge- 


neral, is weakened by every wilful tranſgreſſion 
of what we think to be our duty. I believe 
that the number of women who are debauched 


by thoſe who really intend to marry them at the 
time, is ſmall in compariſon with thoſe who are 
ſeduced by perſons who had no ſuch intention; 


and if it were true, that the greater part of thoſe 


who debauched them did firſt intend to marry 


them, but afterwards changed their deſign and 
deſerted them, it would furniſh a ſtill ſtronger 
argument againſt any venereal indulgence be- 


fore marriage. 


3. As no man ever began the practice of 
fornication with thinking it to be no erime, ſo 
neither can he continue it without ſome ſenſe of 
ſhame, at leaſt with reſpect to the more decent 
and worthy perſons of his acquaintance, whoſe 
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characters he moſt reveres; and it is to be hoped 
that profligacy of manners in a chriſtian country 
will never be ſo great, but that this ſpecies of 
licentiouſneſs will be diſreputable, ſo that a man 
who is addicted to it will be obliged to have 
recourſe to diſguiſe and concealment No man, 
for inſtance, who has the leaſt regard to the o- 
' pinion of the world (by which ideas of decency, 
and the modes of politeneſs are regulated) will 
venture to bring his miſtreſs into company with 
the ſame aſſurance as he would his wife. Now 
a man who has ſomething to conceal, has always 
ſome thing to fear, and a detection would make 
him aſhamed and confuſed; and the ſtate of 
mind which theſe ſuſpicions and contrivances 
neceſſarily ſuperinduce is debaſing, and incon- 
-ſiſtent with a perfect enjoyment of life. This 
-unmixed happinefs 1s moſt righteouſly appro- 
priated by nature, and the God of nature, to 
the man of uniform and fearleſs integrity, 
- whoſe conduct is ſuch, that he has nothing to ap- 
-prehend from the reproaches either of his own 
conſcience, or of the world, 


It is pretended that ſecret, though guilty 
- pleaſures, are ſweet in conſequence of being fo, 
but a man's heart muſt be wretchedly depraved 
before he can be capable of the ſentiment. On 
the contrary, it is the peculiar happineſs of the 
married ſtate, that the natural paſſions have 
their proper gratification without the interrup- 
tion of the idea of ſhame or remorſe, which 
with all minds, in which there are any remains 
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of ingenuity, greatly leſſens the ſatisfaction ; 
as with perſons whoſe minds are in a perfectly 
right ſtate, in conſequence of a true and dee 


ly rooted ſenſe of virtue, it would embitter and 


eſtroy the ſatisfaction altogether, even at the 
time of enjoyment, 


The man who gratifies his paſſions in no 
other way than the laws of nature and of his 
country authorize, feels that his mind is ſo far 
from being debaſed by the pureſt and moſt un- 
allayed pleafures of ſenſe, that his generous and 
benevolent affections are ſtr ened by them ; 


and the pleaſures and cares of a married life to- 


gether finely improve his temper. They may 
almoſt be ſaid to new-make the man, and ren- 
der him capable of feeling and acting in a man- 
ner greatly ſuperior to what he would other- 
wiſe have been capable of. 


4. Whether it be acknowledged, or not, it 
is well-known to thoſe who have ſufficient ac- 
quaintance with life, to be unqueſtionably true, 
that the moſt valuable happineſs of a man in 
this world is that which ariſes to him from do- 
meſtic relations, the ſociety of a wife and chil- 
dren ; though a man who has not thaſe con- 
nexians cannot poſſibly form a juſt idea of it. 
Now this moſt valuable ſtock of happineſs is 
either wholly given up, or the worth of it 

eatly impaired by all venereal indulgence be- 
ore marriage. No man who has addicted him- 
ſelf to a promiſcuous commerce before marri- 

age 
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age is capable of that perfect and entire affection 
for a wife and children, which a man naturally 
entertains who has had no illicit gratification 
of that kind. In a ſmall degree the effect of 
this circumſtance may not be perceived; but the 
effect of a long- continued profligacy in this reſ- 
pect is exceedingly manifeſt, as it is often ſeen 
to end in the moſt diſhonourable ſentiments, 
and a confirmed contempt of the whole ſex, with 
an utter and unconquerable averſion to mar- 
riage, or ſuch an aptneſs to be diſguſted with 
the neceſſary inconveniences of a married life, 
as to. induce a huſband readily to quit his wife 
for a miſtreſs; and when this is done, what- 
ever politeneſs may dictate, the true and pro- 
per happineſs of domeſtic life is over. Num- 
berleſs examples, eſpecially among the upper 
ranks of mankind, confirm theſe obſervations ; 
and the uſual conſequences in ſuch cafes are 
the extinction of families by celibacy, or the 
great diſquiet and miſery of the individuals 
connected under ſuch unfavourable circum- 
ſtances, living in continual jealouſy and diſtruſt. 


As no man who has not been married can 
have a juſt idea of the proper ſatisfaction of the 
conjugal ſtate, becauſe it depends upon feelings 
and habits of mind, acquired after entering 
into that ſtate, and in conſequence of it; ſo 
neither can the man who has indulged himſelf 
with a variety of women before, or after mar- 
riage, have any idea of the unallayed ſatisfaction 
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with which that man views his wife and chil- 
dren, who is conſcious that he has lived to them 
only, having never had any other object of that 
kind of affection; and who, being entitled to 


it, can with confidence expect, a reciprocal and 
undivided affection, 


By this means it is, and by this means only, 
that a foundation is laid for that ſtrong attach- 


ment which men and their wives, who have 
lived virtuouſly and happily together, general- 


ly have for each other; an attachment which 
is not only often known. to continue long after 
the period of venereal indulgence, but to go 
on increaſing with age, even to extreme decre- 
pitude. OP 5 


This is finely expreſſed in the old ſong of 


Darby and Joan. 
No beauty nor wit they poſſeſs, 


Their ſeveral failings to ſmother; 
Then what are the charms, can you gueſs, 
'T hat make them fo fond of each other? 
_ *Fis the pleaſing remembrance of youth, 
The endearments which youth did beſtow, 
The thoughts of paſt pleaſure and truth, 
The belt of our bleſſings below. 


Theſe traces for ever will laſt 
No ſickneſs or time can remove. 
For when youth and beauty are paſt, 
And age brings the winter of love, 
N A friend- 
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A friendſhip inſenſibly grows, 
By reviews of ſuch raptures as theſe; 
The current of fondneſs ſtill flows, 
Which decrepit old age cannot freeze. 


Now, in fact, every act of venereal indul- 
gence before marriage is a deduction from this 
moſt valuable ſtock of happineſs, which every 
man has a proſpect of ſecuring to himſelf, by 
the proper government of his paſſions, and con- 
fining them to one object. But alas ! how 
many raſhly throw into the vortex of youth, 
where it is quickly diſſipated and loſt, that which 
might laſt through life. In fact, it is the fol- 
ly of the man who diſſolved and ſwallowed a 
diamond of immenſe worth, which could have 
given him no real ſatisfaction, and which, if 
preſerved and properly applied, might have been 
made ſubſervient to innumerable excellent uſes. 


5. If, in conſequence of unreſtrained indul- 
gence, a man ſhould have children by more 
women than one (and every man ſhould al- 
ways lay his account with the natural and pro- 
bable conſequences of his actions) the evils re- 
- ſulting from it are manifeſt, and the embar- 
raſſment in which that circumſtance will involve 
him, if he have the leaſt ſenſe of the duty of a 
parent, muſt be exceedingly great. Whatever diſ- 
tinction the laws of particular countries may 
make between wives and concubines, every man 
is under a natural and indiſpenſible obligation 
to provide for the 8 of all his 2 
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In the eye of reaſon every child that owes it's 
birth to any perſon has an equal claim upon 
him. But how can he give equal and ſufficient 
attention to all his children, ligitimate and il- 
ligitimate, without exciting the jealouſy and 
hatred of the different mothers ? and with what 
proſpect of ſucceſs can he endeavour to inſtil 
into their minds the principles of virtue and ſo- 
briety (which is certainly as much his duty as 
making proviſion for their comfortable ſettle- 
ment in the world) when he ſets them ſuch an 
example as this in his own conduct ? 


Again, how can a man who has any remains 
of moral or humane feelings, bear. to conſider 
the condition into which he introduces his illi- 
gitimate children ? They will be looked on with 
difguſt and averſion by his wife, her chil- 
dren, and all his other relations, as a diſgrace 
to the family, if not a burden alſo. He him- 
ſelf will entertain ſimilar ſentiments towards 
them, in a greater or leſs degree. In conſe- 
quence, their education wilt be miſerably neg- 
lected, the world will treat them with ſcorn and 
inſult, they will be caſt out to aſſociate with the 
meaneſt and muſt profligate perſons, and doom- 


ed themſelves to profligacy and wretchedneſs. 


_ leaſt this generally proves to be the caſe in 


6. The natural reaſon why, contrary to the 
euſtom of brute creatures, a man ought to 
be confined to one woman during their _ 

ves. 
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lives (beſides the dccaſion there is for it, on ac- 


count of the want of their care and attention to 
their children, even till they are conſiderably 
advanced in life) is, that a ſtrong affection of 
mind, leading to a permanent friendſhip, con- 


ſtitutes the principal part of the tye in the hu- 


man ſpecies; whereas brutes are not capable 
of ſo great a degree of refinement ; and this. 
mental attachment, in order to be of real value, 
mult be undivided. We ſee, in fact, that, in 
the Eaſtern countries, where men avail them- 
ſelves of their legal priviledge of having ſeve- 
ral wives or concubines, mutual aſfection either 
has no place at all, ſo that their commerce is 
merely ſuch as that of the brutes, or when a 
preference is given to one wife, the reſt are a 


prey to envy, jealouſy, and malice, which has 


often the moſt fatal effects both with reſpect to, 
himſelf and them, 


It would certainly be the beſt, if young men 
and women ſhould never have any other attach- 
ments than thoſe which are to continue through, 
life; and therefore that the firſt paſſian, provid- 
ed there be nothing imprudent in the connec- 
tion, ſhould not be interrupted, ſo that no per- 
ſon ſhould ever have had more than one and the 
fame object of this intire affection and eſteem. 
But though this perfe& chaſtity of thought and. 
ſentiment can ſeldom be expected, at leaſt in 
both the parties, and eſpecially that of the man, 
in the uſual ſtate of things in the world, we 
ſhould endeavour to come as near to the "_ 
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ard of perfection in this reſpect as we can; and 


little obſtacles, ariſing from inequality of for- 


tune, &c. ſhould be overlooked, for the ſake 
of what is of ſo much greater value. 


It muſt be acknowledged, however, that diſ- 
' appointments in love, as well as diſappoint- 


ments of any other kind, are often of excel- 
lent uſe in the diſcipline of the mind; but this 


confideration ſhould no more recommend them 
to our choice, than'evils of any other kind, all 
of which, we have no reaſon to doubt, are ſub- 


ſervient to the wiſeſt and beſt purpoſes under 
the perfect moral government of God. 


7. Parents are apt to be much alarmed at 
the thoughts of their ſons marrying before they 


have acquired a fortune ſufficient to maintain a 


wife and family in the manner in which them- 
ſelves have lived; but they do not conſider that 


when men act upon this maxim, they general- 
ly defer marriage till it be too late for them to 


have any real enjoyment of it; and when, in 
conſequence of being long accuſtomed to a ſingle 


life, they have contracted a diſinclination to a 


change of it, except in ſuch circumſtances, with 
reſpect to fortune only, as makes it generally 


joyleſs and unhappy. Marriage without chil- 


dren, eſpecially on account of age, as it does 
not anſwer the intention of nature in marriage, 


ſo neither is it poſſible that it ſnould be attend- 
ed with the proper ſatisfaction and happineſs of 
that ſtate. N - 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, a man's happineſs conſiſts chiefly in 
the full exertion of his faculties, when it is not 
attended with anxiety about the real neceſſaries 
of life; and a riſing family is the greateſt ſpur 
to diligence in the world; at the fame time that 
the pleafures of it make all the labour ſweet, 
What is more frequently obſerved. than even 
great fortunes raiſed from nothing, on the one 
hand, and the little that is often made of very 
conſiderable fortunes, with which young men 
begin trade, on the other? E 


Induſtry and frugality ſeldom fail to raiſe a 
man in the world, and the enjoyment which he 
has in ſeeing his family and fortune both in- 
creaſing in proportion to one another, 1s infinite- 
ly ſuperior to any ſatis faction that he could poſ- 
ſibly have in bringing- up children to a fortune 
already acquired to his hands. Alſo, when: 
perſons begin the world with nothing, 'or but 
a moderate competency, they have a conſtant 
motive to temperance as well as to induſtry ; 
and this is both a great ſecurity to virtue, and 
a neceſſary foundation of real happineſs. 


The only objection that ought to be made 
to a man's marrying what is called beneath him- 
ſelf, reſpects education and manners, and not 
fortune; for if he continue to keep company 
in which his wife is aukward and embarraſſed, 
whatever love there might be at the commence- 
ment of the engagement, he will certainly, at 
length become aſhamed of her, and Abele 
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with her. But I ſee no ſufficient objection to 
mere inequality of fortune, between perſons of 
equal education, underſtanding, and knowledge 
of the world. It muſt be owned, however, 
that equality of fortune is likewiſe deſirable, 
and ought to determine the choice when other 
circumſtances, of more conſequence, are equal. 


It is a conſiderable objection to perſons de- 
ferring marriage till they have acquired a for- 
tune, and indeed to the acquiſition of a great 


fortune, that there is often little affection and 


cordiality between very rich parents and their 
heirs; the father conſidering his heir, though 
His own ſon, with a degree of jealouſy and diſ- 
guſt, and the ſon conſidering his father as he 
would do any other perſon who ſhould keep 
him out of the poſſeſſion of an eſtate; and this 
Gtuation muſt be exceedingly unfavourable to 
domeſtic happineſs. | 


On the other hand, the parental and filial 
affections have their natural and uncontrolled 
courſe, where the parent, by an exertion of in- 
duſtry and frugality, of which the ſon is a wit- 
neſs, does little more than put him into a fa- 
vourable ſituation for maintaining himſelf, In 
this caſe, the father conſiders his ſon, not as 
one who is a burden upon him, and who, he 
ſuſpects, wiſhes him out of the way, but as the 
ſtaff and ſupport of his declining years; and the 
fon, always capable of being benefited by the 
<ounle} and advice of his aged parent, con- 

tinually 
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tinually feels the obligation of ſupporting him, 
and making his laſt days comfortable, Alſo, 
yielding one another, as they in this caſe ne- 
ceſſarily muſt do, mutual ſupport through life, 
they will have that frequent intercourſe, which the 
eſtabliſhed modes of living hardly admit be- 
tween parents and children in very high life 

but which is abſolutely neceſſary to a reciprocal 
and laſting affection. 


This is one among the many advantages by 
which thoſe which are on the fide of riches are 
compenſated, and 'by which, in the excellent 
conſtitution of nature, proviſion is made for an 
almoſt equality of real happinefs in all the ranks 
of life. Much, indeed, might be done by the 
rich to obviate this inconvenience, as much 
may be done by the poor to remedy their re- 
ſpective inconveniences; but they ſeldom give 
themſelves leiſure to attend to it. 


In this place I ſhall take the liberty to intro- 
duce ſome obſervations which relate to this fab- 
ject from Dr. Prieftley's Iuſtitutes of Natural and 
Revealed Religion, Vol, 1. p. 92, &c. 


© The experience of ages teſtifies, that mar- 
riage, at a proper time of life, whereby one man 
1s confined to one woman, is maſt favourable 
to health, and the true enjoyment of life. It 
is the means of raiſing the greateſt number of 
healthy children, and of making the beſt pro- 


viſion for their inſtruction and es 
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life; which is ſufficient to demonſtrate the pre- 
ference of this to every other mode of indul- 
ging our natural paſſions. 


© Marriage is, moreover, of excellent uſe 
as a means of transferring our affections from 
ourſelves to others. We ſee, not in extraor- 
dinary caſes only, but generally, in common 
life, that a man prefers the happineſs of his 
wite and children to his own ; and his regard 
for them is frequently a motive to ſuch induſ- 

„and ſuch an exertion of his powers, as 
would make him exceedingly unhappy if it were 
not for the conſideration of the benefit that ac- 
erues to them from it. In many caſes, we fee 
Men riſking their lives, and even ruſhing on 
certain death in their defence. The ſame is 
alſo, generally, the attachment of wives to their 
huſbands, and ſometimes, but not ſo generally, 
the attachment of children to their parents, 


6% Tt may be added, that when once a man's 
affections have been transferred from himſelf to 
others, even to his wife and children, they are 
more eaſily extended to other perſons, ſtill more 
remote from him, and that by this means he is 
in the way of acquiring a principle of general 
benevolence, patriotiſm, and public ſpirit, which 
perſons who live to be old without ever marry- 
ing are not generally remarkable for. The at- 
tention of theſe perſons having been long con- 
fined to themſelves, they often grow more and 
more ſelfiſh and narrow ſpirited, ſo as to be 
8 actuated 
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actuated in all their purſuits by a joyleſs deſire 
of accumulating what they cannot conſume 
themſelves, nd what they muſt leave to thoſe 
who, they know, have but little regard for 
them, and for whom they have but little regard. 


A ſeries of family cares (in which a con- 
ſiderable degree of anxiety and painful ſympathy 
have a good effect) great! improves, and, as it 
were, mellaws the mind of man. It furniſhes a 
kind of exerciſe and diſcipline,” which eminent- 
ly fits him for great and generous conduct; and, 
in fact, makes him a ſuperior kind of being, 
with relpect to the generality of thoſe who have 
I had no family connections. 
we On the other hand, a courſe' of lewd in- 
dulgence, without family cares, finks'a man 
below his natural level. Promiſcuous com- 
merce gives an indelible vicious taint to the 
- imagination, ſo that to the lateſt; term of life 
* thoſe ideas will be predominant” which are pro- 
per only to youthful vigour. And what in na- 
ture is more wretched, abſurd, and deſpicable, 
than to have the mind continually haunted with 
the idea of pleaſures which cannot be enjoyed, 
and which ought to have been long abandoned 
for enfertainments more ſuited to years, l 


9 Beſides, all the pleaſures of the ſexes, in 
the human ſpecies, who cannot abſolutely fink 
themſelves ſo low as the brutes, depend much 
upon Pinien, or particular mental ä 
an 
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and conſequently they are greatly heightened by 
ſentiments of love and N which have no 
place with common proſtitutes, or concubines, 
with whom the connection is only occaſional, or 
temporary, and conſequently ſlight, Thoſe per- 
ſons, therefore, who give themſelves up to the 
lawleſs indulgence of their paſſions, beſides be- 
ing expoſed to the moſt loathſome and painful 
diſorders ; beſides exhauſting the powers of na- 
ture prematurely, and ſubjecting themſelves to 
ſevere remorſe of __ have not, whatever they 
may fancy or pretend, any thing :like the real 
pleafure ib alisfaction — perſons generally 
have in the married ſtate.” 


Before I conclude theſe obſervations, I ſhall 
add, that it is more in the power of the ladies, 
than of any thing that can be ſuggeſted to young 
men, either by myſelf, their friends, or their own 
reflections, to bring them into a right method 
of thinking and acting in this reſpect. Were 
it ſufficiently known to young men that a com- 
merce with the abandoned part of the ſex would 
be a bar to their acceptance with the modeſt 
and worthy part of it, and that known pro- 
fligacy in this reſpect would be real infamy, 
the end that I have in view would be effectuall 
anſwered. But I am ſorry to obſerve, that i 
cannot avail myſelf of an appeal to the conduct 
of the generality of young ladies, who have had 
what is called a pu/ize education, in aid of my 
argument, 


Whether 
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Whether they have learned this part of their 
morality from wretched modern plays, in which 
it is conſtantly inculcated, or from any other 
ſource, they do not ſeem to have any objection 
to a ſuitor on account of his illicit amours ; 
imagining perhaps that a reformed rake will 
make the beſt huſband ; though, if there be any 
truth in the preceding obſervations, never was 
any maxim worſe founded, If it were poſſible 
that a rake, as the word is generally underſtood, 
ſhould be completely reformed, which, how- 
ever, 1s very queſtionable, it is certain that he 
never can make a good huiband ; or be a ſuitable 
object of the intire affection and confidence of 
a worthy woman, and a proper father to their 
common children, 


Would this amiable part of our ſpecies only 
do themſelves the juſtice, to infiſt upon the 
ſame ſtrict chaſtity and honour with reſpect to 
men, which men univerſally inſiſt upon with 
reſpect to them, our ſex would, no doubt, be 
as virtuous as theirs, and they would make 
much better huſbands and fathers than they now 
do. In countries where no object is made of 
the chaſtity of women before marriage, their 
morals in this reſpect are as diſſolute as ours. 


It gives me pain to lay any part of the pro- 
fligacy of morals in young men to the charge of 
the ladies, whoſe own morals are ſo exemplary, 
and eſpecially to hint, as I muſt do, that it is, 
in reality, owing to their having leſs delicacy in 

| this 
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this reſpect than men have. But each ſex is 


naturally the tutor to the other, and by this aid 
vices are beſt reformed and virtues promoted, 


Tux CONCLUSION. 


Reaſon and philoſophy, which will always 


be made to lean to the ſide of inclination, do 
with many perſons, give too much countenance 


to the licentiouſneſs of the prefent age; but 


though men are ſhort- ſighted with reſpect to 


their true and ultimate happineſs, the more wile. 


and provident parent of mankind has been pleaſ- 
ed to interpoſe his expreſs authority in favour 
of thoſe rules of conduct, which he knew to 


be of ſo much conſequence to the real welfare 
of his offspring. E 


In the ſcriptures the irregular commerce of 


the ſexes is forbidden in the moſt peremptory 


manner. J boremongers as well as adulterers 
(we read Heb. xiii. 4.) God will judge.” We 


are alſo expreſsly aſſured (1 Cor. vi. q.) that 


neither fornicators nor adulterers ſhall inherit 


the kingdom of God.” Vea ſo much purity is 
required of chriſtians, Eph. v. 3, that for- 
nication and all uncleanneſs is not to be ſo much as 
once named amongſi us, neither ——— fooliſh 
talking, or obſcene jeſting ; and we are forewarn- 
ed that, becauſe of theſe things the wrath of God 
cometh upon the children of diſobedience.” The 

apoſtle 
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apoſtle Peter alſo moſt earneſtly and affectionate- 
| ly admoniſhes us on this ſubject. 1 Pet. ii. 11. 
& Dearly beloved, I beſeech you, as pilgrims and 
= NPrangers, abſtain from fleſhly luſis, which war 
againſl the foul.” 


[| A man who has any belief in revelation can 

have no doubt about the regulation of his con- 
1 duct in this reſpect; and therefore my princi- 
pal object in the preceding conſiderations has 
| been to ſhew that, even without any regard to 
the authority of God, a juſt knowledge of hu- 
man nature and human life, ſhould lead us to 
adopt the very ſame maxims of ſtrict purity and 
chaſtity, which he has preſcribed to us. 


Let it be obſerved alſo, that the object of 
theſe conſiderations is the proviſion for a man's 
happineſs in this life por the whole, ariſing from 
intellectual as well as corporeal pleaſures, ſo that 
though by keeping himſelf within the bounds 
of ſtrict chaſtity, there ſhould be even a cer- 
tainty of a man's abandoning pleaſures which 

would have done him no corporeal injury (tho' 
conſidering the painful, loathſome, and diſ- 
graceful diſeaſes to which a licentious conduct 
frequently expoſes a man, the chance is upon 
the whole againſt him even in this reſpect) yet 
he is a real gainer by the ſacrifice, provided the 
loſs be ſufficiently compenſated by mental ſatis- 
factions, 


; But 


— 
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But religion demonſtrates it to be our wiſ- 
dom to make even preater ſacrifices than theſe, 
For if, in conſequence of conſcientiouſly doing 


the will of God, though it ſhould require the 


mortification of our members that are of the earth, 
and, in the expreſſive language of our Saviour, 
the cutting off a right-hand, or plucking out a 
right-eye, ſo that we have leſs enjoyment of this 
life upon the whole, we are aſſured of an abun- 


dant recompence at the reſurrection of the juſt. 


In other words, the true principles of ph 
fophy encourage a man to perſevere in a courſe 
rict chaſtity, as well as in the practice of 
every other virtue, by the proſpect of his there- 
by trading a better chance for a purer and 
more laſting enjoyment of this life; and religion 
afſures him, that though, contrary to reafon- 
able expectation, this chance ſhould fail him, he 
ſhall not be a loſer in the whole of his exiſtence, 
or have any reaſon to repent of the reſolution 
to which he has adhered, 


T H{E.-END, 
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